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The MacArthur Bible Commentary treats every passage of the OT and NT phrase by phrase, with

hundreds of word studies as sidebars throughout.
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Those who say that it is the same as the MSB have not noted carefully the significant changes and

revisions."Unleashing God's truth, one verse at a time" has been the motto of John MacArthur's

fruitful and enduring ministry of preaching. Out of the overflow of his pulpit ministry have come many

books that have shaped and transformed the way believers think about the church, the gospel, and

Christ. A milestone of this ministry came in 1997 with the publishing of The MacArthur Study Bible

(hereafter, MSB). The MacArthur Bible Commentary (hereafter, MBC) seeks to build upon the

foundational work of the MSB and greatly expands its usefulness for hungry Bible students.This

one-volume commentary stands in a long line of many other similar resources that have proved

useful to Christians over the centuries. Making use of current scholarship and other reference

resources this volume brings together a weight of helpful material and biblical insight. The MBC

doubles the roughly 350 charts and diagrams of the MSB to almost 700 total. In addition the

commentary material has been significantly revised and corrected in numerous places. Certain new

features that did not appear in the MSB like "word-studies" and "further study" sections are new to

this work. I believe it is a significant improvement over the MSB, especially for those who may not

prefer NKJV that accompanies the MSB (although it has been rumored that the MSB will soon be

wed to translations other than the NKJV).Overview and strengths: The overall structure of the MBC



is user-friendly. The outline of each Bible book not only appears at the beginning of each book but is

integrated throughout the text of the commentary.

There are tens of thousands of theological books and commentaries available today. Despite this

massive selection, however, I am becoming more convinced (almost daily!) that there is no

necessary correlation between number of books in our libraries and actual insight into the Bible. In

fact, I am beginning to think that the more widely one reads, the more confused he is liable to get.I

fear that one can fall into the trap of endless speculation, read several books, commentaries, etc.

but not truly grow because he is not studying with the proper goal in mind, namely, genuine

knowledge of, belief in, and obedience to the truth. Thinking is not the goal; true faith and obedience

is. If that is not our goal, we are likely to not learn much (or think well). Martin Luther, the great

reformer, observed,"The number of theological books should...be reduced, and a selection should

be made of the best of them, for many books does not make men learned nor does much reading.

But reading something good, and reading it frequently, however little it may be, is the practice that

makes men learned in the Scripture and makes them pious besides" (quoted in The Legacy of

Sovereign Joy, by John Piper, 95).With that in mind I would say that the MacArthur Bible

Commentary (MBC) is one of those books that deserve a spot in our libraries. The introduction

reads,"This one-volume commentary on the whole Bible is in itself a minilibrary which will be

especially advantageous to those with financial and/or space limitations...Everyone from new

believers to pastors can benefit from this study tool. Its purpose and design are to make the

precious truths of Scripture understandable and consequently obeyed by the people of God" (v.).I

love the last sentence.
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